Amherst College

Fire Safety Guidelines for the Holidays
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For your health, safety and well-being during the holidays, Amherst College would like to remind everyone of our fire prevention requirements.  Please direct any questions or concerns to the office of Environmental Health & Safety at x8189 or the Campus Police at x2291.
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The use of candles, incense and other flame producing devices is prohibited.  With prior approval from the Fire Marshal, the use of candles for religious reasons is permitted, provided additional fire safety is incorporated. 


2. The placement of Christmas or other sawn trees and/or wreaths is not permitted by the Massachusetts Fire Prevention Regulations.  Artificial trees and wreaths with UL approved lighting are permitted as long a means of egress from the building is not blocked.
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Decorative lighting can be used in any campus building provided it is UL or FM approved, specified for indoor use, hung by non-metallic materials (such as tape or string) in an area where it will not be subject to damage, and does not interfere with means of egress.

4. Confetti, dry moss, leaves, tree branches, hay or straw, wood shavings, paper streamers, and other combustible materials are not permitted because they are extremely flammable.

5. Appliances not provided by the College, including; hot plates, grills, microwaves, space heaters, woks and other heat producing appliances cannot be possessed in residence hall student rooms and/or attached common areas.
