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States of Poverty

Political Science/Women’s and Gender Studies 85

Spring 2011
Professor Kristin Bumiller

Office: 308 Cooper House

E-Mail: kbumiller@amherst.edu

Office Hours: Wednesdays 10-12

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


In this course students will examine the growth of poverty in the United States and the role of the modern state in poor people’s everyday lives. We begin by asking questions about how poverty is best conceptualized and measured. The course will then critically examine the role of the state as an agent in both creating and alleviating poverty. We will analyze the social constructions that define poverty problems and policy: culture of poverty, dependency, workfare, racial stereotyping, and criminality. Also we will ask how conditions of poverty particularly affect the lives of women and children. These issues will be considered by looking at specific examples such as the impact of public assistance and social service programs, the consequences of mass imprisonment, and the role of therapeutic professionals in responding to the conditions of impoverishment.

REQUIREMENTS:

This course is a research seminar and it fulfills the Political Science departmental requirement of a seminar to be taken during the junior or senior year. 

Each week students will complete a short writing assignment related to the readings (one to two pages). The writing assignment will be incorporated into seminar discussion/activities. The writing assignment should be both emailed to the professor before 1:00 PM on Tuesdays and a hard copy brought to class.

The work of the seminar will culminate in the production of a research paper (20 pages). Students will be expected to conduct independent library research, field research, and/or participate in community work for their projects.
There are also assignments that are part of required steps for producing the final research paper: 1) paragraph describing the research hypothesis; 2) an outline with bibliography; 3) rough draft and 4) the final paper. Final papers will not be accepted unless all prior assignments are received in a timely manner.  Failure to submit a rough draft will result in failure of the course. During the semester, we will exchange our work-in-progress drafts. The course will support an atmosphere in which everyone generously offers suggestions for improvement of independent projects.

Assignment                                                                       Due Date                                                                        
Research Statement                                                          March 8 (9:00 AM)

Outline                                                                              March 28 (9:00 AM)

Rough Draft                                                                      April 15 (9:00 AM)

Final Paper                                                                        May 6 (9:00 AM)


All research paper assignments should be emailed as WORD documents to the professor and the final paper should also be submitted in hard copy. If you are unable to attend class, please notify the professor via e-mail. During the final two weeks students will be asked to make short presentations summarizing the results of their research projects. If you wish to receive a preliminary grade during any point of the seminar (based upon your work and performance up to that date), please email your request to the professor. 
BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE:

The following books are available for purchase at the Amherst Bookshop:
Timothy Black, When a Heart Turns Rock Solid: The Lives of Three Puerto Rican Brothers on and Off the Streets on the Outside
Zygmunt Bauman, Work, Consumerism, and the New Poor
Alice O’ Connor, Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S. History
Ruth Lister, Poverty: Key Concepts
Sudhir Alladi Venkatesh, Off the Books: The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor
Loïc Wacquant, Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social Insecurity

The books are expensive and it may be unnecessary to purchase all of them. Additional copies will be available on reserve in the Robert Frost Library and shared copies may be made available. All other materials are available on e-reserve or through electronic links. 
READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS: 

PART I: INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE
January 25
Introduction to the Course
February 1
States of Poverty: Ethnographic Perspectives

Timothy Black, When a Heart Turns Rock Solid: The Lives of Three Puerto Rican Brothers on and Off the Streets on the Outside (entire)

ASSIGNMENT: 

Find a passage that raises a question about the structural conditions of poverty (especially an issue that you hope to address more fully during the semester). Analyze the passage and articulate the question(s) it raises. 

PART II: THE FRAMEWORK FOR POVERTY SCHOLARSHIP
February 8
Conceptualizing Poverty

Ruth Lister, Poverty: Key Concepts, Introductions, Chapters 1, 2, 5
Amartya Sen, “Poor, Relatively Speaking” 
Murray Edelman, Political Language, pp. 23-41 
Rodney Fopp, “Housing Theory and Society: Metaphors in Homelessness Discourse and Research: Exploring Pathways, Careers, and Safety Nets,” Housing, Theory, and Society, May 2009.
ASSIGNMENT: 
Conduct an Internet search for measurements of poverty. Choose one example and analyze how it portrays poverty, the source of the information, and relate it to one or more of the readings. 

PART III: THREE ERAS OF POVERTY POLICY

February 15

Poverty and the Development of the Capitalist State
Gertrude Himmelfarb, The Idea of Poverty, pp. 3-19. 
Tocqueville, Alexis, “Memoir on Pauperism” 

Thorstein Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class, pp. 1-21. 

Linda Gordon, Pitied But Not Entitled, pp. 1-66, 145-252.
ASSIGNMENT: How do democratic societies reconcile capitalism and inevitable poverty?
February 22

The War on Poverty and the War on the Impoverished

Alice O’ Connor, Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S. History (entire)
Charles Murray, “And Now For the Bad News,” Society, November 1999, v. 37, p. 13 
ASSIGNMENT: Find examples of “culture of poverty” rhetoric in the readings and in cultural media. Analyze what makes this theory rhetorically powerful and why it persists as an explanation for poverty.
March 1
After the End of Welfare

Loïc Wacquant, Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social Insecurity (entire)
ASSIGNMENT: Describe the conditions of “subjecthood” that pervade in a neoliberal/carceral state. How might subjects of state control respond and resist punitive treatment and how does it contribute to their impoverishment?

Jessica Gorman from the writing center will visit the class to discuss using sources in research papers.
PART III: PRODUCING POVERTY
March 8

PRWORA

PRWORA 1996: http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cse/new/prwora.htm
Valerie Polakow,  “The Shredded Net: The End of Welfare As We Know It” in A New Introduction to Poverty, pp. 167-184. 
Linda Gordon and Nancy Fraser, “The Genealogy of Dependency,” in Nancy Fraser, Justice Interruptus, pp. 121-149 at: http://www.yorku.ca/ghistory/courses/5175/documents/Fraser,%20Nancy%20and%20Linda%20Gordon.pdf
Sanford Schram, “The Color of Devolution: Race, Federalism, and the Politics of Social Control,” with Joe Soss and Richard C. Fording, American Journal of Political Science, 52, 3, 2008, pp. 536-53,

http://www.brynmawr.edu/Acads/GSSW/schram/ajps_328.pdf 
Diane Purvin, “At the Cross Roads and In the Crosshairs: Social Welfare Policy and Low-Income Women’s Vulnerability to Domestic Violence.” Social Problems, 2007
Randy Albelda, “Fallacies of Welfare to Work Policies,” and Gwendolyn Mink, “Violating Women: Rights Abuses in the Welfare Police State,” in Randy Albelda and Ann Withorn, editors, Lost Ground: Welfare Reform, Poverty, and Beyond

ASSIGNMENT: During the week, catalog examples of how your life activities are supported or subsidized by the state (as well as other sources). Compare your “subsidization” with recipients of means-tested public assistance. Then relate your accounts to the readings.
March 22
Health and Poverty

David Satcher,” Ethnic Disparities in Health,” Social Medicine, Special Issue 2006 at http://collections.plos.org/plosmedicine/socialmedicine-2006.php
Janny Scott, “Life at the Top Isn’t Just Better, Its Longer,” Class Matters, New York: Times Books, 2005
Levins, Richard. 2000. "Is Capitalism a Disease? The Crisis of U.S. Public Health," Monthly Review52 (4): 8
Krieger N. Ladders, Pyramids, and Champagne: The Iconography of Health Inequities. J Epidemiol Community Health, 2008
Paul Framer, Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor, Introduction

Iton, Anthony, "Tackling the Root Causes of Health Disparities Through Community Capacity Building" in Richard Hofrichter's Tackling Health Inequalities Through Public Health Practice: Theory to Action. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010, pp. 115-136.
ASSIGNMENT: How does the medical profession view poverty as an etiological factor for poor health? What are the complex interrelations between poverty and health? 
March 29

Working Poor

David Shipler, The Working Poor, Chapter 2

Barbara Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed, pp. 1-49, 193-221.
Katherine Newman and Victor Tan Chen, The Missing Class: Portraits of the Near Poor in America, 2007, pp. 203-225. 

Stephanie Luce, Fighting for the Living Wage, pages 16-18.
Zygmunt Bauman, Work, Consumerism, and the New Poor (entire)
ASSIGNMENT: What is the work ethic? How does it influence the contemporary American worker and evolve under changing economic conditions?
April 5

Impoverishing Communities: Race, Ethnicity and Citizenship Status

Ruth Lister, Poverty: Key Concepts, Chapters 3, 4

Douglas S. Massey, Categorically Unequal, pp. 51-157
Sudhir Alladi Venkatesh, Off the Books: The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor
ASSIGNMENT: Is the significance of race declining or increasing in regards to poverty in America
PART IV: RESISTING POVERTY
April 12

Social Movements

Ruth Lister, Poverty: Key Concepts, Chapters 6, 7

Francis Fox Piven and Richard Cloward, Poor People’s Movements (selections)
Premilla Nadasen, “Expanding the Boundaries of the Women’s Movement: Black Feminism and the Struggle for Welfare Rights,” Feminist Studies, 2002 

Mimi Abramovitz, “Fighting Back: From the Legislature to the Academy to the Streets,” 
in A New Introduction to Poverty, pp. 217-240. 
Saskia Sassen, “Local Actors in Global Politics,” Current Sociology, Vol. 52(4), July 2004, pp. 649-670 

Boaventura De Sousa Santos, “The World Social Forum and the Global Left,” Politics & Society, 2008
ASSIGNMENT: How does political organizing for and by those in poverty present particular challenges? What are the possibilities introduced by the World Social Forum and how do we work toward a world without poverty?

PART V: AMERICA AND THE WORLD
April 19

Global Perspectives
Mike Davis, Planet of Slums, 2007, pages 1-15.
Melissa Wright, Disposable Women and Other Myths of Global Capitalism, Chapters 3 and 4

Emma Aisbett, “Why are the Critics So Convinced that Globalization Is Bad for the Poor? In Ann Harrison, ed. Globalization and Poverty, 2007

Abhijit V. Banerjee and Esther Duflo, “Mandated Empowerment: Handing Antipoverty Policy Back to the Poor?” Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences 1136:333-341, 2008 at:

http://econ-www.mit.edu/files/3284
The “Life You Can Save” website: http://www.thelifeyoucansave.com/book
ASSIGNMENT: What role does America play in causing and/or mitigating worldwide poverty? What is the responsibility of the United States to address poverty around the world?
PART VI: FINAL PROJECTS
April 26

Peer Review of Rough Drafts
May 4

Final Project Presentations
