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Course Description

This course will explore the domestic sphere as a site of politics. We will define the domestic sphere broadly, including politics in the home, private life, indigenous culture, and internal versus foreign affairs. The principle questions to be addressed will include: How does the conception of public and private shift over time and what are the forces driving these changes? How is the private sphere seen as a site of safety versus danger? What are the consequences of the intervention of state power and policing into the private sphere? How are power relations within the private interconnected with privilege and status in the public domain? Our attention will be focused on the social construction of gender, race and ethnic identities, and local/grassroots activities. A wide range of issues will be covered regarding the social organization of families, domestic violence, local/urban politics, the deinstitutionalization of people with disabilities, disadvantaged communities, policing, political activism, and domestic and homeland security. The course will examine these issues primarily in the context of American politics and society.

Course Requirements:
Students are required to attend and be prepared for every class (please email the professor if you will miss a class). Informed class participation is essential to the success of the course—the discussion and in-class activities will be based upon the assumption that all of the students have completed the assigned readings.

There will be out-of-class midterm and final examinations. These examinations will be short answer and essay format and will test the student’s comprehensive knowledge of the course readings.

During the semester there will be practicum sessions that will enable groups of students to apply the readings from the previous sessions of the course, explore policy questions, and conduct research. Every student will be assigned to one practicum. As a group, the students will prepare a presentation and design a class activity that addresses the practicum question. In addition, each student will write a short paper addressing the question (due four days before the practicum session). The practicum is an important part of the learning experience for the course (as reflected in its percent of the grade). It is an opportunity for students to develop their abilities to work in groups and achieve excellence in making presentations and designing class activities.

Students will be evaluated as follows:

10% Class participation

40% Practicum (including paper and class presentation)

25% Midterm

25% Final Exam

Books for Purchase:

Murray Edelman, The Symbolic Uses of Politics
Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action
Lisa Dodson, The Moral Underground: How Ordinary Americans Subvert an Unfair Economy
Celeste Watkins-Hayes, The New Welfare Bureaucrats: Entanglements of Race, Class, and Policy Reform 
Erving Goffman, Asylums

Weekly Reading Assignments (all are available on electronic reserves unless otherwise noted):

Tuesday September 7    

Introduction to the Course

Thursday September 9   

Domestic Accidents

Michael Klare, “The Oil Catastrophe” Nation, June 14, 2010 

Charles Perrow, Normal Accidents: Living with High Risk Technologies, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999, pp. 3-12, 62-71, 304-352

“Accident expert weighs in on Gulf oil spill,” Grist, May 10, 2010 at http://www.grist.org/article/2010-05-07-accident-expert-weighs-in-on-gulf-oil-spill
Abe Louise Young, “BP Hires Prison Labor to Clean Up Spill While Coastal Residents Struggle,” The Nation, July 21, 2010 http://www.thenation.com/article/37828/bp-hires-prison-labor-clean-spill-while-coastal-residents-struggle

Tuesday September 14 

The Politics of Administration

Murray Edelman, The Symbolic Uses of Politics, Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1964 (entire)

Thursday September 16

Regulating Food

Alissa Hamilton, Squeezed: What You Don’t Know about Orange Juice, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2010, pp. 31-103, 204-210.

Tuesday September 21

PRACTICUM #1:  

How do we structure a regulatory system to protect the public’s health and safety that is appropriate to the technical and environmental conditions of the twenty-first century? 

Daniel Carpenter, Reputation and Power: Organizational Image and Pharmaceutical Regulation at the FDA, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010 pp. 1-32.

Thursday September 23

Interest Groups

Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1971 (entire)

Tuesday September 28

Federalism 

Lisa L. Miller, The Perils of Federalism, Chapter 5 and 7, pp. 120-146, 167-188 and “The Representational Biases of Federalism: Scope and Bias in the Political Process, Revisited.” Perspectives on Politics, 2007 5:2: 305-321.
Thursday September 30

PRACTICUM #2: 

What are the politically viable options for the regulation of firearms and what are their impact on urban governance and public education?

Kristin A. Goss, Disarmed: The Missing Movement for Gun Control in America, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008, Chapters 1, 6, 7; pp. 1-30, 176-200 

Tuesday October 5

Women and the State

Gretchen Ritter, The Constitution as Social Design, Stanford: Stnford University Press, 2006, pp. 66-99, 263-295

Tamara Metz, Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State and the Case for Their Divorce (Princeton University Press, 2010), pp. Chapter 1, pp. 1-18

Thursday October 7

Privacy

Jeannie Suk, “Criminal Law Comes Home,” Yale Law Journal, Vol. 116, 2006 (entire)

Thursday October 14

Punitive Social Policy

Priya Kandaswamy, “You Trade in a Man for the Man: Domestic Violence and the U.S. Welfare State,” American Quarterly Volume 62, Number 2, June 2010

Tuesday October 19

PRACTICUM #3: 

How should the state respond to domestic violence while recognizing concerns related to privacy, racial and ethnic discrimination, and poverty?

Kristin Bumiller, “The Nexus of Domestic Violence Reform and Social Science: From Instrument of Social Change to Institutionalized Surveillance,” Annual Review of Law and Social Science Vol. 6, December 2010 

Thursday October 21

Politics and the Economy
Max Weber, The Theory of Social and Economic Organization, New York: Free Press, 1947, pp. 324-341, 392-429.

Tuesday October 26 

Inequality
Lisa Dodson, The Moral Underground: How Ordinary Americans Subvert an Unfair Economy, New York: New Press, 2009 (entire)

Thursday October 28

Representation

Larry M. Bartels, "Homer Gets a Tax Cut: Inequality and Public Policy in the Public Mind." Perspectives on Politics 3, no. 0101 (2005): 15-31 and “The Irrational Electorate,” Wilson Quarterly, Autumn 2008, Vol. 32 Issue 4, pp. 44-50

Taunya Lovell Banks, “A Few Random Thoughts About Socio-Economic "Rights" in the United States in Light of the 2008 Financial Meltdown” 24 Maryland Journal of International Law 163, 2009 

Tuesday November 2 

PRACTICUM #4  

What policies should be adopted to address the problem of homelessness in the United States? 

Kim Hopper, Reckoning with Homelessness, Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2003, pp. 175-203.
Thursday November 4

Social Security

Michele L. Landis, “Fate, Responsibility, and "Natural" Disaster Relief: Narrating the American Welfare State,” Law & Society Review, June 1999, Vol. 33 Issue 2, pp. 257-319.

Mettler, Suzanne and Jeffrey M. Stonecash, "Government Program Usage and Political Voice." Social Science Quarterly 89, no. 2 (June 2008): 273-293 and “American Political Development from Citizens‟ Perspective: Tracking Federal Government’s Presence in Individual Lives over Time,” (with Andrew Milstein) Studies in American Political Development, Vol. 21, No.1 (2007): 110-30. 
Tuesday November 9

Disability and State Responsibility

Kristin Bumiller, “Autism and the Social Realities of Care,” Paper delivered at Critical Autism Studies Workshop: Enabling Inclusion, Defending Difference, University of Ottawa, Canada, 24-25 September 2010
Thursday November 11

PRACTICUM #5: 

How should the state provide for the needs of the disabled in the midst of a fiscal crisis?

"The Disability Disaster." Wilson Quarterly 31.1 (2007): 73-74

Tuesday November 16

Street-Level Bureaucracies

James O’Connor, The Fiscal Crisis of the State, New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1974, pp. 1-12

Michael Lipsky, Street Level Bureaucracy, New York, NY: Russell Sage, 1980, pp. 3-12, 13-25, 159-179. 

Pierre Bourdieu, “The Left Hand and the Right Hand of the State,” Variant Issue 32, http://www.variant.org.uk/32texts/bourdieu32.html

Thursday November 18

Regulating the City

Elizabeth Bernstein, Temporary Yours, Intimacy Authenticity and the Commerce of Sex, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007, pp. 22-69.

Tuesday November 30

The Welfare State

Celeste Watkins-Hayes, The New Welfare Bureaucrats: Entanglements of Race, Class, and Policy Reform, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2009 (entire)

Thursday December 2

PRACTICUM #6: 

How should we revitalize America’s cities without furthering inequality and social exclusion?

Myron Orfield, American Metropolitics: The New Suburban Reality Sprawl, First Suburbs, U.S. Economy, Jobs and the Economy, Brookings Institution Press 2002,


Chapter 9, 173-187

Tuesday December 7
Institutionalization

Erving Goffman. Asylums, Garden City, NY: Anchor Books, 1961
Thursday December 9

Policing

Mary Fainsod Katzenstein and Mary Lyndon Shanley, “No Further Harm: What we Owe to Incarcerated Fathers,” Boston Review, July/August 2008

Michael Omi and Howant Winant, Racial Formation in the United States, pp. 53-91.

Mae M. Ngai, "The Strange Career of the Illegal Alien: Immigration Restriction and Deportation Policy in the United States, 1921-1965," Law and History Review Spring 2003 at http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/lhr/21.1/ngai.html
Nicola Lacey “American imprisonment in comparative perspective,” Daedalus 2010 139:3, 102-114

Tuesday December 14

PRACTICUM #7: 

How should racial and ethnic profiling be addressed and counteracted in policing and immigration policy?

Bibliography for Practicum Projects


The suggested readings below are offered to help you get started on your practicum project. It is not required to review all of them and it is likely that you will be interested in finding additional materials to support your paper. If you are unfamiliar with using the research resources in the library it is strongly recommended that you make an appointment with a reference librarian. I expect students to utilize resources for presentations and papers that have academic credibility and provide high quality analysis and information. 

PRACTICUM #1 Food and Drug Regulation

Film: FDA: A History
Silbey, Susan. "The Consequences of Responsive Regulation." In Enforcing Regulation. Edited by J. Thomas and K. Hawkins. Boston, The Hague and London: Kluwer Nijhof, 1984, pp. 147-170.

Putnam, Susan W., and Jonathan Baert Wiener. "Seeking Safe Drinking Water." Chapter 7 in Risk vs. Risk. Edited by John D. Graham and Jonathan Baert Wiener. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1995, pp. 124-148

Richard H. Thaler and Cass R. Sunstein, Nudge: Improving Decisions About Health, Wealth, and Happiness, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008
PRACTICUM #2 Gun Control

Alexander DeConte, Gun Violence in America, Northeastern University Press, 2008

Bruce Harcourt, Guns, Punishment and Violence in America
Lawrence Gostin, “The Right to Bear Arms.” JAMA: Journal of the American Medical Association, 10/1/2008, Vol. 300 Issue 13, p1575-1577

Gary Kleck, “Mass Shootings in Schools: The Worst Possible Case for Gun Control,” The American Behavioral Scientist, Vol. 52, 2009, pp1447-1464

U.S Supreme Court, McDonald et al. v. City of Chicago, June 28, 2010

PRACTICUM #3 Domestic Violence

Carole PatemanThe Sexual Contract, Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, pp. 77-153, 1988

Kimberleé Crenshaw, "Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence Against Women of Color," The Public Nature of Private Violence, Fineman & Mykituik, ed., pp. 93‑118  

Jessica Gonzales v. City of Castle Rock, United States Court of Appeals, Tenth Circuit Oct 15 2002; U.S. Supreme Court, June 27, 2005. 

Kristin Bumiller, In an Abusive State, 2008, Chapter One

PRACTICUM #4 Homelessness

Christopher Jencks, The Homeless, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1994.
Willse, Craig. "Neo-liberal biopolitics and the invention of chronic homelessness." Economy and Society 39.2 (2010)

Noy, Darren. "When framing fails: ideas, influence, and resources in San Francisco's homeless policy field." Social Problems 56.2 (2009)

Williams, Jean Calterone. "The politics of homelessness: shelter now and political protest." Political Research Quarterly 58.3 (2005)

Brendan O'Flaherty, Making Room: The Economics of Homelessness, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1998

PRACTICUM #5 Social Welfare and Disability

Hacker, Jacob S. The Divided Welfare State: The Battle over Public and Private Social Benefits in the United States. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2002, chapter 7, pp. 313-35. 

Graetz, Michael J., and Jerry L. Mashaw. True Security. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1999, chapter 4, pp. 69-91. 

McIntyre, Robert S. "A Pay Day Bonus." The American Prospect (September 1, 2004).

Andrea Louise Campbell, How Policies Make Citizens: Senior Political Activism and the American Welfare State
Skocpol, T. Protecting Soldiers and Mothers: The Political Origins of Social Policy in the United States, Cambridge, 1992

Myles, J., and Quadagno, J. “Envisioning a Third Way: The Welfare State in the Twenty-First Century,” Contemporary Sociology 29(1), 200, 156–167. 

Gilbert, N., and Gilbert, B. 1989. The Enabling State: Modern Welfare Capitalism in American. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Christopher Howard, The Welfare State Nobody Knows, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2006.

Carol Weisbrod, “Security Through the State,” in Grounding Sexurity, Ashgate, 2006.

PRACTICUM #6 Urban Revitalization

Fogelson, Robert M. Downtown: Its Rise and Fall, 1880-1950. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2003, Chapter 7 on Inventing Blight

Peter Dreier, John Mollenkopf, and Todd Swanstrom, Place Matters: Metropolitics for the Twenty-First Century, Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2001. 

Alice O’Connor, Chris Tilly, and Lawrence Bobo, Urban Equality: Evidence from Four Citie. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2001

Katznelson, Ira, “The Crisis of the Capitalist City: Urban Politics and Social Control.  In Willis Hawley and Michael Lipsky (eds). Theoretical Perspectives on Urban Politics. Brunswick, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1976

Scott Allard, Out of Reach, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008.

Richard LeGates, The City Reader, New York: Routlegde, 1999
Jason Hackworth, The Neoliberal City: Governance, Ideology, and Development in American Urbanism, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2006
PRACTICUM #7 Racial and Ethnic Profiling

Mae M. Ngai “The Lost Immigration Debate Border control didn't always dictate policy” Boston Review, September/October  2006 http://bostonreview.net/BR31.5/ngai.php

Telpner, Brian. "Constructing Safe Communities: Megan's Law and the Purposes of Punishment." Georgetown Law Journal 85 (June 1997): 2039-2068

Kinder, Donald R., and Lynn M. Sanders, Divided By Color: Racial Politics and Democratic Ideals. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago, 1996. 

Ackerman, Bruce. Before the Next Attack: Preserving Civil Liberties in the Age of Terrorism. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2006, chapter 1. 

Stuntz, William J. "Local Policing after the Terror." Yale Law Journal 111 (2002): 2137.

Gross, Samuel R., and Debra Livingston. "Racial Profiling under Attack." Columbia Law Review 102 (2002): 1413.

Charles Ogletree, The Presumption of Guilt, Millgrave, 2010.

Instructions for Practicum Papers:


Students should begin working on their practicum papers as soon as the groups are assigned.

The first step is to consider the question. Students are encouraged to refine the question. For example, it is permitted to frame the issue in broader or narrower terms or rephrase to allow for a unique perspective on the topic. 

The second step is to review the suggested readings.


The third step is to conduct a comprehensive search for relevant articles and books. It is appropriate to consult with other members of your group about the research process. Practicum groups may want to meet together in the library for a research session.


Fourth, develop a thesis statement and outline for your paper.


Fifth, produce a rough draft. Consultations with the writing center are encouraged.
And finally, after the papers are completed, the practicum group should work together to design a class activity. The activity should draw upon the collective research and analysis.







