Norms, Rights, and Social Justice: 

Feminists, Disability Rights Activists and the Poor at the Boundaries of the Law

Political Science/LJST 74

Fall 2009

Professor Kristin Bumiller
Office: 308 Cooper House

Office Phone: 542‑5804
E‑mail: kbumiller@amherst.edu
Office Hours: Thursdays Noon-2:00
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This seminar explores how the civil rights movement began a process of social change and identity-based activism. We evaluate the successes and failures of excluded groups’ efforts to use the law. We primarily focus on the recent scholarship of theorists, legal professionals, and activists to define “post-identity politics” strategies and to counteract the social processes that normalize persons on the basis of gender, sexuality, disability, and class.

BOOKS:

Course books are available for purchase at the Amherst Bookstore.

Derrick Bell, Silent Covenants

J.M. Coetzee, The Lives of Animals
Martha Fineman, The Autonomy Myth

Anna Kirkland, Fat Rights: Dilemmas of Difference and Personhood
All other readings are available on electronic reserves.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

The course will be conducted in a seminar format. In it essential to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings. During the final 30-45 minutes a group of two or three students will lead the class in discussion or an activity. Two shorter assignments, designed as “building blocks” for the final paper, will be submitted in early October and November. These papers will be revised and resubmitted as part of the final 20-page seminar paper.  All students are required to submit a draft of their seminar paper and the final papers will not be accepted unless a draft has been submitted prior to December 3.  If you are unable to attend class, please notify the professor via email. Frequent nonattendance or academic dishonesty will be cause for failure in the course.

READING ASSIGNMENTS:

September 8

No Class

September 15 
Racial Profiling

Glenn C. Loury, “Obama, Gates and the American Black Man,” New York Times, July 25, 2009 and “A Nation of Jailers,” in Cato Unbound, March 11, 2009. 

R. Richard Banks, Jennifer L. Eberhardt, Ross Lee, “Discrimination and Implicit Bias in a Racially Unequal Society.” California Law Review, July 2006, Vol. 94 Issue 4, pp. 1169-1190. 
Darnell F. Hawkins, “On the Horns of a Dilemma: Criminal Wrongs, Civil Rights, and the Administration of Justice in African-American Communities,” in Crime Control and Social Justice: The Delicate Balance, Darnell F. Hawkins, Samuel L. Myers Jr. and Randolph N. Stone, Editors. 
Vivian Nixon, Patricia Ticento Clough, David Staples, Yolanda Johnson Peterkin, Patricia Zimmerman, Christina Voight, Sean Pica, “Life Capacity Beyond Reentry: A Critical Examination of Racism and Prisoner Reentry Reform in the US,” Race/Ethnicity: Multidisciplinary Global Contexts, Autumn 2008, Vol. 2, No. 1, pp. 21-43. 
Bernard E. Harcourt, Against Prediction: Profiling, Policing and Punishing in an Actuarial Age, pp. 193-214.
September 22
The Civil Rights Society

Kristin Bumiller, “Victims in the Shadow of the Law,” Signs, 1988 

Patricia Ewick and Susan Silbey, “Narrating Social Structure: Stories of Resistance to Legal Authority,” 

American Journal of Sociology, May 2003 

Lucie White, "Ordering Voice: Rhetoric and Democracy in Project Head Start," in The Rhetoric of Law, pp. 185‑224  

Patricia Williams, The Alchemy of Race and Rights, pp. 216‑236  

Benjamin Fleury Steiner and Laura Beth Nielson, The New Civil Rights Research, pp. 1-9.
James Holston, Insurgent Citizenship, pp. 272-313.
September 29

The Right to an Equal Education

Derrick Bell, Silent Covenants (P)

Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School District No. 1, Supreme Court, June 27, 2007 

October 6 
The Right to Gender Equality

Catherine MacKinnon, Women’s Lives, Men’s Lives, pp. 72-83, 91-102  

Angela Harris, "Race and Essentialism in Feminist Legal Theory," 42 Stanford Law Review, February 1990, pp. 581‑616 

Nevada Department of Human Resources v. Hibbs, US Supreme Court, October 2002 

Janet Halley, Split Decisions: How and Why to Take a Break from Feminism, Princeton University Press, 2006, Chapter One. 
October 13

Intimacy, Sexuality and Rights

Drucilla Cornell, The Imaginary Domain, pp. 3‑27, 231-238  

Hillary Goodridge and others v. Department of Public Health, November 18, 2003 

Elizabeth F. Emens, “Intimate Discrimination: The State’s Role in the Accidents of Sex and Love,” Harvard Law Review 122, 2009, 1307. 

October 20
Feminist Theories and Human Vulnerability

Martha Fineman, The Autonomy Myth (P)

October 27
Broadening the Civil Rights Paradigm

Anna Kirkland, Fat Rights: Dilemmas of Difference and Personhood (P)
November 3

Disability and Rights

Adrienne Asch, “Critical Race Theory, Feminism, and Disability,” Gendering Disability, Bonnie G. Smith and Beth Hutchison, Editors, pp. 9-44.

Harriet McBride Johnson, “Unspeakable Conversations or How I Spent One Day as a Token Cripple at Princeton University, The New York Times Magazine, Feb 16, 2003 

Shelly Tremain, “On the Government of Disability,” Social Theory and Practice, 2001, pp. 617-636 

Tobin Siebers, Disability Theory, pp. 120-134.
James I. Charlton, Nothing About Us Without Us: Disability Oppression and Empowerment, pp. 3-4.

Kristin Bumiller, “Quirky Citizens: Autism and the Anti-Normalization of Politics,” Signs: Journal of Women and Culture in Society, Volume 33, Number 4, Summer 2008, pp. 967-991 
November 10
Animal Rights 

J.M. Coetzee, The Lives of Animals (P)
Cass Sunstein and Martha Nussbaum, Animal Rights, pp. 19-92, 299-320.

Peter Singer, Ethics into Action, pp. 141-162.

Ani B. Satz, “Animals as Vulnerable Subjects: Beyond Interest-Convergence, Hierarchy, and Property” (Class Handout) 

November 17
Freedom from Sexual Harassment 

Vicki Schultz, "Reconceptualizing Sexual Harassment," Yale Law Journal  

Clara Bingham and Laura Leedy Gansler, Class Action: The Story of Lois Jenson and the Landmark Case that Changed Sexual Harassment Law (E-Book/AC Stacks) OR Film: North Country
Price Waterhouse v. Anna Hopkins  

December 1

Rape and the Criminal Justice Monolith

Lisa Frohmann, "Discrediting Victim's Allegations of Sexual Assault," Rape and Society  

Communities Against Rape and Abuse (CARA) “Implementing Grassroots Community Accountability Strategies,” in Color of Violence: The INCITE! Anthology
Katherine Franke, “Gendered Subjects of Transitional Justice,” 15 Columbia J. Gender & L. 813 (2006) 
December 8

Domestic Violence

Kimberleé Crenshaw, "Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence Against Women of Color," The Public Nature of Private Violence, Fineman & Mykituik, ed., pp. 93‑118  

Jessica Gonzales v. City of Castle Rock, United States Court of Appeals, Tenth Circuit Oct 15 2002; U.S. Supreme Court, June 27, 2005. 

Kristin Bumiller, In an Abusive State, Chapter One
December 15 
Student Presentations of Final Paper
4
2

